
MINUTES  
ALPINE TOWNSHIP BOARD 

REGULAR MEETING 
FEBRUARY 21, 2011 

 
 

11-19  REGULAR MEETING AND CONSENT AGENDA 
 
The Alpine Township Board held a regular meeting on Monday, February 21, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Alpine Township Hall, 5255 Alpine Avenue, Comstock Park, Michigan, 49321.  Board members 
present were Supervisor Alex Arends, Clerk Jean Wahlfield, Treasurer Jim Townsend, Trustees Ron 
Cordes, Jim May, Bill Schweitzer, and Ted Wallace.   
 
Supervisor Arends called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
A motion was made by May, with support from Townsend, to approve to Agenda and the 
Consent Agendas as presented.  The motion carried 7-0.   
 
 
11-20  PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Representatives from Westgate Village Coach Homes were present to discuss the outstanding sewer 
billing and late fee penalties.  Steve Webber stated that he is a member of the Westgate Village Coach 
Homes board and explained that approximately $29,993 is due for quarterly sewer use and late fees.  
He explained that of the total amount due approximately $7,000 is attributed to late fees.  Mr. Webber 
is requested that the Township remove or forgive the accumulated late fee amount.  Also present was 
property manager David Emdin who explained that Mercantile Bank owns the 120 unit Westgate 
Village Coach Home property following foreclosure.    
 
Several questions were answered by the Westgate Village Coach Home representatives. 
 
The Township Board decided to obtain additional information and recommendations on this request 
and will place the Westgate Village Coach Homes on the March meeting agenda.   
 
 
11-21  COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
Planning Commission: Cordes – The Commission is working on updating the portion of the zoning 
ordinance that regulates special controlled uses such as sexually orientated business. 
Zoning Board of Appeals: May - No meeting was held in January and the next meeting is scheduled 
for February 28. 
Historical Committee: Schweitzer – The open house scheduled for February 20 was cancelled due to 
the bad weather.  The speaker and topic for the March meeting will be early pottery. 
Sewer & Water: Arends- A report was received about the February 8, 2011 meeting held for 
residents that will be affected by the Westgate Water Improvement Project.   Residents in the high 
pressure area will receive a free pressure reducing valve.  Board members received a memo dated 
02/17/11 stating that the final costs on the scope of work for the Strawberry and York Creek sewer 
improvement project came in under the amount budgeted. 
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Park & Recreation: Wallace - No meeting held in February.  The Board has been requested to review 
the updated rules and ordinance which had been passed out previously.   
Public Safety Advisory Committee: May – The Advisory Committee held a meeting on January 24th 
and reviewed the information and statistics from the Kent County Sheriff’s Department.  The 
Committee came to the conclusion and decided not to proceed with undertaking a special assessment 
district for the York Creek apartments at this time.  It was noted that the number of fire/emergency 
calls to the York Creek apartment complex has dropped.  The Advisory Committee also discussed 
possible construction of a new fire station in the future and a way to fund such a project at their 
meeting.    
 
 
11-22  PRESENTATION – THE RIGHT PLACE 
 
Supervisor Arends introduced Birgit Klohs, President and CEO of the Right Place and Mike DeVries, 
Supervisor of Grand Rapids Township. 
 
Ms. Klohs explained that the Right Place was created 25 years ago as a private/public economic 
development and non-profit organization.  The primary goal of The Right Place is to support business 
retention, expansion and attraction in West Michigan.  The Right Place is a self funded organization 
with 25% of funding coming from public partnerships.  Klohs stated that every five years a funding 
campaign takes place and she is asking that Alpine Township consider an investment of $1,000 a year 
for a period of five years ($5,000). 
 
Mr.DeVries commented on his experience with The Right Place that benefited his Township and 
reviewed a list of contributors.  He urged Alpine to invest in an organization that works to bring jobs 
and businesses to West Michigan. 
 
Board members discussed the request from The Right Place and had several questions answered. 
 
A motion was offered by Cordes, with support from May, to approve the investment of $1,000 
per year for a period of five years in The Right Place, there was no further discussion, and the 
motion carried unanimously 7-0.  
 
The Supervisor stated that the request for a charitable gaming license (Item5-B) will be removed from 
the agenda as the applicant did not submit the resolution and they are not present at this meeting.   
   
 
11-23  FAMILY OF CHRIST CHURCH – 1100 HENZE AVENUE  
  FRONTAGE FEES FOR SEWER AND WATER 
 
The Supervisor stated that representatives from the Family of Christ Church are present to discuss the 
frontage fees for water and sewer for the new church building and property.  Arends explained that the 
Church donated approximately 2.5 acres of property in 2006 for the Henze Avenue extension.  At that 
time the value of the property was estimated at $30,000 per acre.  The amount of sewer and water 
frontage fees calculated for the entire church parcel under construction is approximately $55,429.19.   
After reviewing the fees with Sue Thomas and Township consultants, it was determined that by 
dividing the church property into two parcels the fees could be lowered.  This could be accomplished 
by not making improvements on the parcel that does not have the church building on it.  This plan 
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could reduce the frontage fees to less than $13,500.  Further, Arends stated that the Township Board 
could decide to defer payment of approximately $10,000 of the $13,500 due to the Township.    
 
Board members received copies of the memo dated 01/06/11 from Building Official Gary Campbell 
outlining the fees and payback agreement with Wal-Mart for water frontage fees.  Campbell’s memo 
also explains that a portion of the church property could be split off to reduce the fees owed at this 
time. 
 
At the request of the Supervisor, Mr. Randy Oppenneer, the operational engineer for the church 
project, provided comments on behalf of the Family of Christ Church.  He explained that the Church 
had no inclination of the amount of fees that would be assessed for sewer and water trunkage fees.  He 
requested that the Township reduce or eliminate the fees.   
 
Family of Christ Church Pastor Mark Bowditch was present and provided several comments on the 
sewer and water trunkage fees. 
 
Board members discussed the fees and decided to table any decision about deferring or forgiving the 
sewer and water fees for the Family of Christ Church.  The Township will need to investigate what 
can be done legally especially in light of the agreement with Wal-Mart for payback of their 
investment in the road and utilities for Henze Avenue extended. 
 
 
11-24  WATER PRESSUE GAUGE AND INSPECTION FEES – WESTGAGE WATER 
  IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
 
Supervisor Arends distributed a map of the homes in the Westgate subdivision where a pressure relief 
valve will be needed.  These homes will experience higher than normal water pressure due to the 
project which will increase poor water pressure in other areas of the Westgate subdivision. He 
explained that about 80 homes in the area of Stoney Creek Avenue will need the valve and residents 
will be responsible for installation.  The Plainfield Charter Township Water Department will provide 
the free valve for homes within the mapped area.  Arends explained that the installed valves will need 
to be inspected and he is requesting that for these homeowners the inspection fee waived.  The 
Supervisor further explained that the Township plumbing inspector is hired as a contracted service and 
the negotiated amount he receives is $30.00 per inspection. Arends recommended that the inspection 
costs would be paid for out of the water fund. 
 
Board members had several questions and discussed the request. 
 
A motion was offered by Wallace with support from May to waive the inspection fee for those 
homes as outlined on the water improvement map and that the inspector fee will be paid out of 
the Township Water Fund fund.  There was no further discussion and the motion carried 7-0. 
 
 
11-25  CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCE NO. 11-02 – PROVIDE FOR THE  
  REDUCTION OF SEWER BILLING FOR UNOCCUPIED NON-RESIDENTIAL 
  PROPERTIES  
 
Treasurer Townsend reviewed the proposed ordinance noting the Township Building Official drafted it 
after reviewing similar ordinances from other communities. Currently the unwritten policy is to reduce 
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the number of sewer REU’s for a non-residential parcel at the time when the Township becomes aware 
that the property is vacant.  The proposed ordinance will reduce the number of REU’s (residential 
equivalent unit) for vacant non-residential to 1(one) REU per quarter.   The current rate for each REU 
is $70.00 per quarter.  The Treasurer recommends that the Township Board adopt the ordinance. 
 
The Board discussed the proposed ordinance and stated that it will need to be reviewed by the 
Township attorney before implementation. 
 
A motion was offered by May, with support from Wallace to approve and adopt Ordinance No. 
11-02 pending final review and approval of the Township Attorney and the motion carried 7-0.    
 
 
11-26  UPDATE TO POLICY #09-01 – AUTOMATED CLEARING HOUSE 
 
Treasurer Townsend stated that the policy update is in response to recent changes made to the Choice 
One on-line banking site and how it interfaces with the BS&A software used by the Township.  The 
changes to Policy #09-01 will protect and safeguard the account and routing numbers provided by 
Township sewer bill and tax payers that have decided to make ACH payments to the Township.  The 
changes are underlined and bolded in the document provided to Board members.  The Treasurer 
recommends that the Board approve the changes presented. 
 
May offered a motion, with support from Schweitzer, to approve the changes and updated Policy 
#09-01 as presented and the motion carried 7-0 with no discussion. 
 
 
11-27  MILL CREEK TRUNK SEWER 
 
Supervisor Arends stated that at the special meeting held on January 24, 2011 Board members had 
several questions and expressed concerns about the condition of the Mill Creek trunk sewer.  At that 
meeting the Board also discussed the possibility of piggy backing improvements to Mill Creek into the 
current SRF project for York and Strawberry Creek.  In response to the Mill Creek concerns, Prein and 
Newhof provided costs and scheduling information as requested in their letter dated 02/17/11.    
 
The Supervisor reviewed the State of Michigan deadlines and the amended project plan scope of work 
to include the Mill Creek trunk sewer which totaled $34,900.  In addition $12,000 is anticipated to 
make the appropriate amendments to the project plan.  
 
Board members reviewed and discussed the information provided.  Several questions and concerns 
were discussed regarding the drafting of the engineering plans with Board members noting that this 
portion of the project needs to be open up to receive for bids by Progressive AE or any other 
engineering firm.   
 
A motion was offered by May, with support from Wallace, to approve the project plan 
amendment of costs of $12,000 and the Mill Creek Trunk Sewer Evaluation and Report cost of 
$34,900 as outlined in the information received from Prein & Newhof dated 02/17/11 with the 
stipulation that Progressive AE or any other engineering firm will be allowed to bid the 
engineering part of the project and that the K.C. Department of Public Works and Progressive 
AE be kept up-to-date and informed on the progress of the Mill Creek Trunk Sewer project.  
There was no further discussion and the motion carried 7-0.   
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11-28  PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES CONTRACT 
  PROGRESSIVE AE 
 
Board members have a copy of the current Contract with Progressive AE to provide professional 
engineering services for Alpine Township.  Supervisor Arends stated that the current contact is for 
three years and expires April 21, 2011.  The current contact contains an “option to extend the Contract 
for successive three (3) year periods or portions thereof, if the Township determines that extending the 
Contact would be in the Township’s best interest”.  Additionally the current Contract states “the 
Township reserves the right to select other firms to provide the services described in this Contract on a 
project by project basis, or portions thereof, as deemed appropriate in the sole discretion of the 
Township”. 
 
May offered a motion, with support from Wallace, to extend the existing professional 
engineering service Contract with Progressive AE for an additional three years (until April 2014) 
with the same terms are previously stated in the current Contract.  The motion carried 7-0. 
 
 
11-29  STATE OF MICHIGAN REQUEST – 10-YEAR FINANCIAL ANALYSIS OF 
  MUNICIPALITIES 
 
Supervisor Arends explained that the new leadership in Lansing under Governor Synder has requested 
that municipalities supply financial information for the last 10 years.  He noted that it is a significant 
amount of information and that he contacted the Township’s auditors.  The auditor would produce the 
information as requested for a fee of $500. 
 
A motion was offered by Townsend, with support from Wallace, to approve the expenditure of 
$500 to pay the Township auditor to complete the State of Michigan Transparency Tool for 
Local Governments.  There was no further discussion and the motion carried 7-0. 
 
 
11-30  FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
Fire Chief Christians provided several updates.  The Department is working on improvements to fire 
department buildings some of which include painting, internet access at all three stations, new signs, 
and the development of a plan to renovate Fire Station #2 for an additional bay.  The Department has 
applied for grants for new SCBA equipment, a new tanker truck and to pay for personnel.   
 
The Chief stated that he is working with MDOT on the signalization for fire vehicles at the 
intersections of 6-Mile and Alpine Church Road,  In addition, a new traffic light is planned at M-37 
(Alpine Avenue) and 10-Mile Road.   
 
Chief Christians explained that he is assisting the Historical Commission with selecting a PA system to 
meet their needs. 
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11-31  PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
John Jenkins, 362 Netherfield Street NW, provided several public comments.  He commented on the 
amount of legal fees paid by the Township and the removal of the request for a charitable gaming 
license from the agenda.  He stated that he is an officer with the Alpine Firefighter Association which 
is in the process of obtaining a 5013-C non-profit status and he listed the charity events in which the 
Association has participated in and conducted.     
 
 
11-32  SUPERVISOR’S REPORT AND BOARD COMMENTS 
 
Supervisor Arends reported on recent events in the Township and Board members provided comments 
on the meeting.  May noted the value of a fire/rescue department as it related to his wife’s recent 
snowmobile accident and Treasurer Townsend commented on the potential for an increase in revenue 
sharing in 2012.   
 
This meeting was adjourned at 9:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Jean Wahlfield, Clerk      Alex Arends, Supervisor 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 


